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PRAIRIE

As the country's economic
centre, Prague held 47,000 indi-
vidual enterprises, about 3,000 of
them ranging as industrial plants.
They included engineering, auto-
mobile, electric, and printing works,
food, wagon, textile, chemical,
leather, wood, paper, and ceramic
factories. It held a fair twice
every year. These activities were
seriously affected first by the
German occupation, 1939-45, and
then by a process of nationalisa-
tion which began in Oct., 1945,
and, following the Communist
coup d'etat of Feb., 1948, was
applied to all enterprises employ-
ing 50 or more persons.

Prague's intellectual life up to
1918 was bilingual, although even
during the 19th century the
German element was rapidly
diminishing, especially after
Prague became the centre of
local govt. in 1861 ; the university
was divided into a Czech and a
German section in 1882. During
1939-45 the Germans tried to
make German culture and the
German language once again
predominant in Prague; all the
changes they introduced were swept
away after the Second Great War.
Five large libraries (that of the
university held 650,000 vola., in-
cluding 2,444 incunabula and
3,935 MSS.), numerous art galleries
and museums, learned societies,
etc., contribute to Prague's r61e
as a seat of Slavonic culture.
Prague is a R.C. archbishopric, a
Czech-national bishopric.
History of the City

Founded according to legend
by the mythical queen Libusa,
Prague was the seat of a bishop
from 973, and had German privi-
leged settlements from about
1080. Under Charles IV it was
from 1348 capital of the Holy
Roman empire. There the great
Wyclimte priest, scientist, and
Czech martyr John Hus created
the first Czech national move-
ment about 1400; the Hussite
wars and, after a period of
prosperity under King George
of Podebrady, the conflicts over
the Reformation brought Hapsburg
reprisals and, in the Thirty Years'
War, great losses for the city.
Occupied by the French and
Bavarians in 1741, heavily attack-
ed by Frederick of Prussia in
1757 (see Prague, Battle of);
occupied 1866 by the Prussians,
and seat of the Austro-Prussian
peace conference; site of the
declaration of Czecho-Slovak inde-
pendence, Oct. 28, 1918, Prague
was occupied by Hitler in March,
1939, and remained in German

hands until May, 1945. As the
Allies from E. and W. closed in on
Prague, the Czech national com-
mittee ordered a rising and seized
the city, May 5. The Germans
sent tanks against it in an effort to
regain control, and the Czechs
sent out from the radio station
urgent appeals for help to the
approaching U.S. and Red armies.
Desperate street fighting devel-
oped in which some 5,000 civilians
were killed, and one of the old
town halls was burnt down by the
Germans; German bombers at-
tacked the city. The Germans
agreed to withdraw from Prague
only on May 8, the day the
general German surrender was
ratified in Berlin. Russian tanks
and U.S. infantry entered the city
simultaneously May 10, and on May
16 President Benes with the govern-
ment returned to the capital from
Kosice, temporary capital since
its liberation by the Russians Jan.
20, where he had been since April
3, Czecho-Slovak institutions
were rapidly restored, and the city
resumed its normal democratic
life until the Communist coup
occurred here in Feb., 1948. Pop.
(1956 est.) 972,600.

Prague, BATTLE OF. Victory of
Frederick the Great in the Seven
Years' War, May 6, 1757. The
emperor began the campaign of
1757 by marching on Prague,which
was held by Charles of Lorraine
with some 75,000 Austrians. At-
tacking the Austrians on their left
flank, Frederick ordered a general
advance. The battle, fiercely con-
tested, was going against Frederick,
when a desperate cavalry charge
against the Austrians' wings
broke their defence and put them
to flight. They retreated into
Prague, having lost over 10,000
men and 4,300 prisoners. The
Prussian losses were even heavier,
but they held the field and laid
siege to the city.

Prague, DEFENESTRATION OF.
Historical term for two acts of
violence at Prague. The first,
July 30, 1419, consisted of throw-
ing out of the windows of the
town hall two of the new town's
councillors, and inaugurated the
sanguinary Hussite wars (see
Hussites). In the second, May 23,
1618, the imperial statthalters
Martinitz and Slavata were thrown
by Bohemian Protestants from
the windows of the castle, but,
falling upon a dung heap, were
unharmed; this incident started
the Thirty Years' War which
swamped the Continent in blood
and in many countries virtually
wiped out civilisation, in particular

leading to the enslavement of the
Czech people.
Prah OR PRA. River of West
Africa, in the Gold Coast Colony.
It rises E. of Bonipata, flows S.E.'
on the boundary between Ashanti
and the Gold Coast Provinces, and
then S. until it falls into the
Atlantic Ocean.
Prai OR KUALA PRAI. Seaport
of Malaya, on the W. coast oppo-
site Penang L, with which it is
connected by ferry. It is the ter-
minus of the main line rly. from
Singapore ; a branch line joins the
Malayan and Siamese rlys.
Praia. Capital and port of the
Cape Verde Islands, on the S. coast
of Santiago I. It exports coffee,
hides, fruit, grain, and cinchona.
Buildings include the palace of the
governor-general, an observatory,
and a museum. In the bay, Porto
da Praia, an English fleet defeated
the French, April 16, 178L
Prain, SIR DAVID "(1857-1944).
British botanist. Born at Fetter-
cairn, Kincardineshire, July 11,
1857, he was educated at Aberdeen
grammar school and university.
In 1882, having graduated M.B.,
he became demonstrator in ana-
tomy to the Edinburgh College of
Surgeons. In 1884 he joined the
Indian medical service, and two
years later was curator of the her-
barium and library at the Royal
botanic garden, Calcutta. In 1897
he was appointed superintendent
and placed in charge of the culti-
vation of cinchona in India.
Director of the Indian botanical
survey in 1898, he accompanied
Sir Francis Younghusband to
Lhasa four years later. In 1905
Prain became director of Kew
Gardens, and in 1907 editor of the
Botanical Magazine. Retiring from
Kew in 1922, he was appointed
director of the forest products
research board of the department
of scientific and industrial re-
search. He was a trustee of the
British Museum. Knighted in
1912, he died March 16, 1944.
Prairial. Ninth month in the
year as rearranged during the
French Revolution. It began on
May 20 or 21. The word means
the month of meadows.
Prairie (Fr. from Lat. pratum,
meadow). Temperate natural
grassland of the central plains of
N. America. In the E. portions,
especially in Manitoba and the Red
River Valley, enormous quantities
of cereals are grown, but in the
drier belt nearer the Rockies stock-
rearing is more important. The
Prairie Provinces of Canada are
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and part
of Alberta. See Pasture; Steppe,